Evaluation of bisantrene administered by 72-hour infusion in women with metastatic breast cancer.
Bisantrene was administered by 72-h continuous infusion at a dosage level of 240 mg/m2 to 17 patients with metastatic breast cancer who had received only one prior chemotherapy regimen and no prior doxorubicin. Three patients (18%) achieved partial regressions lasting 51, 106, and 213 days. For all patients, the median time to disease progression was 83 days and median survival was 280 days. Eleven patients received doxorubicin after removal from protocol and were evaluable for response, and four (36%) achieved a partial regression. We conclude that bisantrene administered by the method we employed is not associated with substantial clinical benefit in this population of patients.